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 Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Evening Prayer (Vespers)        

 

Note : Liturgy of the hour is the official prayer of the church. In view of the recent 

spread of Covid-19, we hereby request the faithful to pray this prayer in their family. 

 

O God, come to our aid. 

    O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and ever shall be, 

    world without end. 

Amen. Alleluia. 

 

 

Hymn 

O come, now Rod of Jesse’s stem, 

From every foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty power to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

O come, now Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

O come, now Day-spring from on high, 

And cheer us by your drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
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And death’s dark shadow put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel!  

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid now our sad divisions cease, 

And be yourself our King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

 

Psalm 109 (110)     The Messiah, king and priest 

Antiphon 1 : See, how splendid is he who comes to save the peoples. 

The Lord’s revelation to my Master: 

    ‘Sit on my right: 

    your foes I will put beneath your feet.’ 

The Lord will wield from Sion 

    your sceptre of power: 

    rule in the midst of all your foes. 

A prince from the day of your birth 

    on the holy mountains; 

    from the womb before the dawn I begot you. 

The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change. 

    ‘You are a priest for ever, 

    a priest like Melchizedek of old.’ 

The Master standing at your right hand 

    will shatter kings in the day of his wrath. 

He shall drink from the stream by the wayside 

    and therefore he shall lift up his head. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
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    is now, and ever shall be, 

    world without end. 

Amen. 

Antiphon 1 : See, how splendid is he who comes to save the peoples. 

 

******* 

 

Psalm 111 (112)   How blessed are the just  

Antiphon 2 : The rugged places shall be made smooth and the mountain-ranges shall 

become plains. Come, Lord, and do not delay. Alleluia. 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

    who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

    the children of the upright are blessed. 

Riches and wealth are in his house; 

    his justice stands firm for ever. 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 

    he is generous, merciful and just. 

The good man takes pity and lends, 

    he conducts his affairs with honour. 

The just man will never waver: 

    he will be remembered for ever. 

He has no fear of evil news; 

    with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 

    he will see the downfall of his foes. 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

    his justice stands firm for ever. 

    His head will be raised in glory. 

The wicked man sees and is angry, 

    grinds his teeth and fades away; 

    the desire of the wicked leads to doom. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and ever shall be, 

    world without end. Amen. 

Antiphon 2 : The rugged places shall be made smooth and the mountain-ranges shall 

become plains. Come, Lord, and do not delay. Alleluia. 

 

 

********* 

Canticle                                                                                         (Apocalypse 19) 

The wedding of the Lamb 

Antiphon 3 : Great will be his reign and peace will be everlasting. Alleluia. 

Alleluia. 

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

    his judgements are true and just. 

Alleluia. 

Alleluia. 

Praise our God, all you his servants, 

    you who fear him, small and great. 

Alleluia. 

Alleluia. 

The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns, 

    let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory. 

Alleluia. 

Alleluia. 

The marriage of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 

Alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
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    is now, and ever shall be, 

    world without end. 

Amen. 

Antiphon 3 : Great will be his reign and peace will be everlasting. Alleluia. 

 

 

Short Reading                                                                                    Philippians 4:4-5 

 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your 

happiness. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. 

 

 

 

Short Responsory 

Show us, Lord, your steadfast love. 

– Show us, Lord, your steadfast love. 

And grant us your salvation. 

– Show us, Lord, your steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

– Show us, Lord, your steadfast love. 

 

 

Canticle                                                                                                     Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Antiphon :  O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the nations; kings fall silent 

before you whom the peoples acclaim. O come to deliver us, and do not delay. 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 

    my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 

He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 

    henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
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The Almighty works marvels for me. 

    Holy his name! 

His mercy is from age to age, 

    on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength 

    and scatters the proud-hearted. 

He casts the mighty from their thrones 

    and raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, 

    sends the rich away empty. 

He protects Israel, his servant, 

    remembering his mercy, 

the mercy promised to our fathers, 

    to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and ever shall be, 

    world without end. 

Amen. 

Antiphon :  O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the nations; kings fall silent 

before you whom the peoples acclaim. O come to deliver us, and do not delay. 

 

 

 

Prayers and intercessions 

Respose : Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 

The voice of John crying in the wilderness is echoed tonight in the voice of the 

Church: 

Respose :  Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 

For your coming to us in grace this Advent: 

Respose :  Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 
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For the work we must do in creating a more just world: 

Respose :  Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 

For the understanding we shall need this week for our families and friends: 

Respose :  Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 

For our death, for our judgement, for eternal life with you: 

Respose :  Make our hearts ready, O Lord! 

 

Our Father, …. 

 

 

Concluding prayer 

Lord, open our hearts to your grace. 

Through the angel’s message to Mary 

    we have learned to believe in the incarnation of Christ your Son: 

lead us by his passion and cross 

    to the glory of his resurrection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

    Amen 


